ANATOLE  FRANCE  IN LONDON
price of an ordinary English novel. The prospectus
was, in its appearance and contents, something of a work
of art. Anatole France was described as 'a pagan,
haunted by the preoccupation of Christ'. He was
'saintly and Rabelaisian' without incongruity. 'There
have been many difficulties to encounter', the prospectus
said, 'in completing arrangements for a uniform edition,
though perhaps the -chief barrier to publication here
has been the fact that his writings are not for babes—
but for men and the mothers of men'. Finally he was
said to share with Tolstoi the distinction of being the
greatest and most daring student of humanity living.
If this was advertising, it was advertising with skill, if
you like with artfulness.
In 1913, Anatole France paid a visit to this country.
For more than a year it had been talked about. At
last *the Master' made up his mind, and came, giving
no more than a week's notice. A committee was hastily
formed, but the task of organising the arrangements
devolved on Sir Thomas Barclay, Mr. Holford Knight,
and, of course, John Lane. Whitelaw Reid, the American
Ambassador, had said he would place Dorchester House
at M. France's disposal for a reception, but when the
time came Whitelaw Reid was out of England. There
was to have been a grand reception at No. 10 Downing
Street, but this dwindled to an afternoon tea-party with
Mrs. Asquith (the Prime Minister could not be there),
at which John Lane was present. It must have been
rather an ordeal. John Lane spoke no French, Anatole
France no English, and in the circumstances Lane
must have stood a very good chance of being left out in
the cold. He took good care not to incur that fate.
Out of this visit arose one to the Tennant Collection,
Then of course the distinguished foreigner had to go

